THE   FRENCH   REQUEST   FOR  AN   ARMISTICE
Rennes, capital of Brittany. In the eastern part of the country
the Germans claim that the French military collapse proceeds
apace, and that their troops have thrust beyond the headwaters
of the Loire and south along the Swiss border. Among the
cities occupied are Nevers, Dijon, Belfort and Metz. On the
upper Rhine, Colmar has been taken.
Chancellor Hitler arrives in Munich at noon, and greets
Premier Mussolini when the latter's special train pulls in three
hours later. The arrival of the two dictators is heralded with
what is reported as "unprecedented jubilation." Their confer-
ence opens at the Fuehrer House shortly after 4 and ends at
8:10, when a communiqu6 is issued stating merely that they
have reached "an agreement on the attitude of both Govern-
ments toward the French request for an armistice." In a blaze
of Nazi and Italian flags and a din of "Heils" and "Vivas"
Signor Mussolini entrains for Rome, and shortly afterwards
Herr Hitler starts back for his army headquarters. German
radio bulletins state that "peace with honor was denied in 1918
to a Germany starved by the blockade," and that Germany's
present victory will be based on a stark sense of reality. The
war will go on until the political and military system of France
is smashed.
There are air raid alarms in Bordeaux. The opinion there,
states a Reuter dispatch, is that they are part of the tactics of
the Germans to "harry the French Government in a physical
way as much as possible in order to obtain the kind of peace
they want."
The French radio repeats over and over again that France
will accept only honorable conditions of peace and that, pend-